GOD’S DESTRUCTION OF

rather the theodicy (God’s righteous judgment). 4:10b creates a vivid

igmatic function. Crimes committed in secret are known to God only. Abel’s blood calling
completing his Ph.D. on ‘wrath’, he wrote about God’s ‘shadow sides’ and investigated texts

‘And God said to Noah, “I have determined to make an end of all flesh, for the earth is filled
with violence because of them; now I am going to destroy them along with the earth”.’

words ‘destroy’ and ‘earth’. Next, I will examine whether an extensive regional flood or a global

relationship between God’s punishment and his mercy. Finally, I will refer to the New
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After this expression of grief, the verdict follows: ‘I will blot out from the earth the human
—people together with animals and creeping things and birds of the air’
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the four possibilities and regards the case as ‘unresolved’.
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the ‘human world’. Usually, however,
Noah’s family belonged to the Adamic stream.
—
Peyrère’s—

by water. The Hebrew words do not denote the modern concept ‘globe’. The destruction refers

The expressions ‘earth’, ‘all’, ‘every’, and ‘under the heaven’ all point in the direction of a

23 gives by the repeated enumeration (eight times ‘all’ / ‘every’ in Hebrew)
as opposed to ‘only Noah’ (v. 23) an important in
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, Grand Rapids 2001, 322. With regard to the first position, ‘global’
and ‘globe’ are modern designations.

(9:2). God’s covena

Noah: ‘as I gave you the green plants, I give you everything’, indicating a new ancestor of

All the mountains ‘under the whole heaven’ were inundated under at least fifteen cubits of

are descended from Noah’s three sons (see also Gen 9:1,19). Likewise, all the earth’s

God’s promise never
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In both stories ‘the image of God’ is mentioned, and both Adam and Noah have dominion over the

C.F. Keil declared: ‘To speak of such a flood as partial is absurd, even if it broke out at only one
elevation’. See C.F. Keil, F. Delitzsch,
Compare also ‘The Eridu Genesis’ (

universal one (…) a flood on the other hand, which d
d’etre

promises: ‘I will never again curse (
ground because of humankind’ (8:21). What is the meaning of this phrase? The parallel
expression is ‘nor will I ever again destroy every living creature as I have done’.
This is no problem for him, because the description is accommodated to ‘the notions which
then prevailed’, to use one of Calvin’s phrases. The account is accommodated to the geography
of the times (‘the whole earth’) and the cosmology of the times (‘the sources of the water’). His
conclusion is: ‘The Flood account is not trying to educate scientifically but is accommodated
to their prior scientific understanding’.
In my evaluation of Seely’s position I am willing to accept accommodation in
Despite God’s compassion, there was no respite from the curse of death and hardships as
reaction on Adam’s sin. Rather, while Adam’
human beings and animals, not to 3:17 (‘cursed is the ground because of you’). ‘The troubling
Edenic curse with its toil and pain continues in the renewed world.’
d again God’s acts are mentioned: he sees what transpires on earth, judges,
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animals are rescued. After the Flood, God’s promises for the future are given.

to realize his promises in them. In his action, God’s mercy and grace come to th
P.H. Seely, ‘Noah’s Flood: Its Date, Extent, and Divine Accommodation’,
See the critique on this use of the word ‘accommodation’ by A. Huijgen in
in John Calvin’s Theology: Analysis and Assessment
Earth’s Catastrophic Past: Geology,

God’s promise in the days of Noah with the future of Israel: ‘This is like the days of Noah to

‘
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Based on the passive translation in Gen 12:3 ‘in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed’.

that I will not be angry with you and will not rebuke you’ (Isa 54:9).
In the Wisdom of Sirach it is stated that Noah was found righteous and ‘a remnant was left
on the earth’ Sir 44:17). With the word ‘remnant’, an

creation is developed later in Scripture in relation to the exile, Israel’s great

he days are surely coming (…) when I will sow the house of Israel and the house of Judah with the

In this light God’s actions in and after the Flood can be seen.
with an overview of God’s forgiveness. He points out
breaking off the history of salvation. That has to do with God’s faithfulness to the covenant.
but in him they can go together. ‘O L
an avenger of their wrongdoings’ (Ps 99:8).

with fire’ (3:10).

only a destruction of ‘the elements’ in order to come to a new earth. That points to continuity
—

—

Cf. ‘Heil voor het overblijfsel van Israël’, in: M.J. Paul,

G.R. Kreider, ‘The Flood Is as Bad as It Gets: Never Again Will God Destroy the Earth’,

prepare itself for the future. ‘But, in accordance with his promise,
a new earth, where righteousness is at home’ (3:13).

